Synonyms: Kuhlmann 194-2, ‘Millot’ (8, 10).

Pedigree: 101-14 Mgt. x ‘Goldriesling’ (same cross as
‘Maréchal Foch’) (8, 10).

| Origin: France. Bred by Eugene Kuhlmann (10).

Introduction: Circa early 1950°s when Philip Wagner
brought back cuttings of ‘Léon Millot’ that he had obtained
from Gerard Marot's vineyard in France (2). It should be
noted that viticulture historian George Gale (7) indicates that
the “‘Léon Millot’ being distributed by nurseries is not the one
introduced by Wagner, and prefers to identify it as ‘Léon
Millot Rouge’. (Characteristics described below are for
commonly available type.)

lowa State University

Type: Interspecific hybrid (including V. riparia; V. rupestris; V. vinifera) (10).
Color: Black
Berry: Small, round and juicy (8).

Cluster: Small, winged, cylindrical and loose (8); average cluster weight taken from
four lowa State University research sites in 2007 was .15 Ib (5).

Viticultural Characteristics: Domoto (4) described ‘Léon Millot” as being very
vigorous and with a procumbent growth habit. He indicated that cluster thinning is not
needed, but lateral shoot thinning is. He also reported a midseason bud break and that it
Is productive on secondary buds. Eighty five days from bloom to harvest (3). Very
similar to “Maréchal Foch’, but ‘Leon Millot’ tends to be more vigorous and productive

(8).

Disease/Pests: ‘Leon Millot’ is rated as highly susceptible to Botrytis bunch rot (1, 4, 6,
12); moderately susceptible to powdery mildew (1, 4, 6, 12) and downy mildew (1, 3, 4,
6); and slightly susceptible to anthracnose (1, 4), black rot (1, 3, 4), crown gall (1, 12)
Eutypa dieback (1, 3, 4), and Phomopsis cane and leaf spot (1, 3, 4). Reisch et al (11)
considers it slightly susceptible to downy mildew, moderately susceptible to powdery
mildew, and is uncertain of its susceptibility to black rot or Phomopsis. Domoto (4)
rated it as moderately susceptible to crown gall under lowa conditions. Bordelon et al
(1) and Dami et al (3) consider it slightly sensitive to injuries from sulfur applications,
but Domoto (4), Double A Vineyards (6) and Reisch et al (12) were uncertain.
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It is also uncertain if it is sensitive to injuries from copper applications (1, 3, 4). Domoto
(4) also cautioned that it is susceptible to injury from 2,4-D and dicamba.

Wine Quality and Characteristics: ‘Léon Millot’s’ very early maturity enables it to
obtain ample sugar content for winemaking in areas with short growing seasons (8).
Plocher and Parke (11) report that the fruit can achieve an excellent balance of sugar
and acid for wine production. While often compared to ‘Maréchal Foch’, some consider
‘Léon Millot’ a superior wine because of more distinct berry aromas (9).

Season: Early maturing (5-7 days earlier than ‘Maréchal Foch’) (4)
Cold Hardiness: Hardy (-15 to -20° F) (4)
Use: Wine or juice

Notes: Sibling of “Maréchal Foch’. Extensively grown in the Alsace region of France
where it is known as “le medicindu vin” (or “wine doctor”) for its ability to increase the
color intensity of a red wine without perceptibility altering the quality (9). Also widely
grown in Denmark (11).

Literature Cited

1. Bordelon, B, M. Ellis, and R. Weinzerl (editors). 2008. Midwest commercial small fruit & grape
spray guide. (Univ. Arkansas Coop. Ext. Ser.; Univ. of Illinois Ext. ICSG3-08; Purdue Ext. ID-
169; lowa St. Univ. Ext. PM 1375; Kansas St. Univ. Ag Expt. Sta. & Coop Ext. Ser. S-145;
Univ. of Kentucky Coop. Ext. Ser. ID-94; Univ. of Missouri, Missouri St. Univ. MX37; Univ. of
Nebraska-Lincoln Ext.; Ohio St. Univ. Ext. 506B2; Oklahoma Coop. Ext. Ser. E-987; W.
Virginia Univ. Ext. Ser. 865). On: http://www.hort.purdue.edu/hort/ext/sfg/.

2.  Cattell, H., editor of Wine East Magazine. Personal communication (2008).

3.  Dami, I, B. Bordelon, D. Ferree, M. Brown, M. Ellis, R. Williams, and D. Doohen. 2005.
Midwest grape production guide. Ohio State University Extension Publication 919-05. On:
http://ohioline.osu.edu/b919/0010.html.

4.  Domoto, P. 2008. Grape cultivars for consideration in lowa. On:
http://viticulture.hort.iastate.edu/info/pdf/cultivars08.pdf.

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
Horticulture


http://www.hort.purdue.edu/hort/ext/sfg/
http://ohioline.osu.edu/b919/0010.html
http://viticulture.hort.iastate.edu/info/pdf/cultivars08.pdf

10.

11.

12.

Domoto, P., G. Nonnecke, D. Portz, L. Smiley, B. Havlovic, N. Howell, K. Pecinovsky, K.
VanDee, and J. Hannan. 2008. Wine Grape Cultivar Trial Performance in 2007. Ann. Prog. Rept.
— 2007 for Hort. Res. Sta., ISRF07-36:39-45; Armstrong R&D Farm, ISRF07-12; Muscatine
Island R&D Farm, ISRF07-20; Northeast R&D Farm, ISRF07-13; and Southeast R&D Farm,
ISRF07-34. On: http://viticulture.hort.iastate.edu/research/pdf/winegrapecultivar07.pdf.

Double A Vineyards. 2007. Grapevine variety characteristics chart. 2007. On:
www.rakgrape.com.

Gale, G. 2008. Léon Millot. Grapebreeders Home Page
http://www.qrapebreeders.org/Gb/Articles/Mem pic/Pic Kuhl.htm#Leon%20Millot

Galet, P. 1979. A Practical Ampelography: Grapevine Identification. Cornell University Press,
Ithaca, NY and London. p.167.

Hawkins, A.J. 2007. Super gigantic Y2K winegrape glossary. On:
www.wineloverspage.com/wineguest/wgg.html.

National Grape Registry (NGR) website: http://ngr.ucdavis.edu/. Supported by University of
California Agriculture and Natural Resources, Foundation Plant Services, and National Clonal
Germplasm Repository of the USDA Agricultural Research Service.

Plocher, T., and Parke, B., 2001. Northern Winework. Northern Winework, Inc. Hugo, MN. p.
167.

Reisch, B.1., R.M. Pool, D.V. Peterson, M.H. Martens, and T. Henick-Kling. 2000. Wine and
juice grape varieties for cool climates. Information Bulletin 233. Cornell Cooperative Extension.
On: http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/hort/faculty/reisch/bulletin/wine/index2.html.

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
Horticulture


http://viticulture.hort.iastate.edu/research/pdf/winegrapecultivar07.pdf
http://www.rakgrape.com/
http://www.grapebreeders.org/Gb/Articles/Mem_pic/Pic_Kuhl.htm#Leon%20Millot
http://www.wineloverspage.com/wineguest/wgg.html
http://www.wineloverspage.com/wineguest/wgg.html
http://ngr.ucdavis.edu/
http://ucanr.org/
http://ucanr.org/
http://fpms.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.ars.usda.gov/main/main.htm
http://www.ars.usda.gov/main/main.htm
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/hort/faculty/reisch/bulletin/wine/index2.html

