Synonyms: Elmer Swenson 1-63, E.S. 1-63 (1, 3).

Pedigree: E.S. 217 (Minn. 78 x ‘Golden Muscat’) x open
pollination; (‘Onaka’ is probable pollen parent, which is an
=8 old South Dakota cultivar. ‘Onaka’ was growing next to E.S.
e 217) (1,3, 7).

& Origin: Osceola, Wisconsin. Bred by Elmer Swenson (1, 7).

Released: 1981 (1, 3); Plant Patent 4493 assigned to Swenson
www.nysaes.comell.edu  gmjith \/ines on November 16, 1982 (1, 7).

Type: Interspecific hybrid (includes V. labrusca and V. riparia) (5, 7).
Color: White

Berry: Medium to large berries (3.5 g) (4). Juicy, slightly crisp and tender (7).
Relatively non-fragile slipskin is white to golden with a mild and fruity labrusca flavor

(1).

Cluster: Swenson (7) described the ‘Kay Gray’ cluster as small and compact;
cylindrical and uniform, usually with one small shoulder. Also according to Swenson,
ripening begins unevenly, but is full at maturity. Cluster weight averages .21 Ib (5).

Viticultural Characteristics: Domoto (2) described ‘Kay Gray’ as very vigorous and
having a procumbent growth habit. He also indicated that cluster thinning is not needed.

Disease/Pests: ‘Kay Gray’ is rated as being slightly susceptible to black rot, Botrytis
bunch rot, crown gall, downy mildew and powdery mildew (2, 5). It is uncertain if it is
susceptible to Eutypa dieback or Phomopsis cane and leaf spot. It is also uncertain if it
IS sensitive to injuries from sulfur applications (2, 5) or copper (2).

Wine Quality and Characteristics: Plocher and Parke (4) report that a neutral wine
for table use or blending purposes can be produced from ‘Kay Gray’, and in exceptional
years, it can have a flowery nose and stand on its own as a varietal wine. Also according
to Plocher and Parke, it is best to harvest ‘Kay Gray’ at 16° to 18° Brix, prior to full
maturity (if allowed to ripen fully, it develops some objectionable aromatics for
winemaking). They also stress the importance of avoiding oxidation while processing
the fruit into wine.
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Season: Early Midseason (late August to mid-September in northern Wisconsin) (7)

Cold Hardiness: Plocher and Parke (4) report ‘Kay Gray’ as being very hardy, usually
suffering little injury with mid-winter temperatures down to -35° F. They note that at
extremes, such as -40° F, ‘Kay Gray’ has been injured at some sites but not others.

Use: Table grape, wine and juice.

Notes: Named after the wife of ElImer Swenson’s friend, Dick Gray (former director of
the Minnesota Freshwater Biological Institute) (4). EImer Swenson used this grape as a
parent for ‘Brianna’ and ‘Louise Swenson’.
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